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Search and Find 
    How many examples of these text features can you find in your 
text?  Keep a tally each time you find one.  Write the page 
number beside the first example you find.  After that only one 
tally each time you see another example. 
Team Members: 

Title  
Sub Titles  
Information in 
boxes 

 

Label pictures or 
diagrams 

 

Cut-away diagram  
Photographs  
Captions  
Table or Chart  
Bold Print  
Flow Chart  
Maps  
Graphs  
Table of Content  
Index  
 



Vocabulary Strategy – Connect Two 
 
*WHO   Students of all ages and reading abilities may benefit from this lesson. 
*WHY  This lesson exposes students to new vocabulary words or phrases before reading 
a selection.  Students aren’t given definitions, but are encouraged to use their prior 
knowledge in order to predict which words could be connected and to give reasons for 
their predictions.  This helps to set a purpose for reading because it arouses student 
curiosity and at the same time, it stimulates any background knowledge they may have. 
*WHAT  You will need to choose vocabulary words from a selection, a chapter, a unit, 
etc. The text may be narrative or expository.  The number of words is up to a teacher’s 
discretion. 
*HOW  List the words on chart paper.   Ask students if they can predict which of these 
terms might be connected to each other to tell why.  Accept all responses, reminding 
students that these are merely predictions.  Words might be used more than once.  
Keep the chart up and public and in use so that the children can adjust their thinking on 
the chart.  If an additional connection is found during the reading of the text, it can be 
added to the chart. 
 
WRITING IN RESPONSE TO READING 
Have the students write their initial responses in a journal or literature log using the 
same format: 
 

I would connect ______________and ______________ 
because______________________________________ 
____________________________________________ 
____________________________________________ 
____________________________________________ 
 
Have the students share their ideas with a partner, small group or whole group. 
 
After reading 
An important point to discuss when debriefing this strategy is how the initial vocabulary 
words were selected.  Sharing the thinking behind how a teacher determines challenging 
vocabulary that is vital to comprehending a text helps to elevate this strategy to a level 
of independent use for students. 
 
www.u46teachers.org/mosaic/tools/tools.htm 



Procedure 
This procedure is based on short non-fiction text.  The Life of the Butterfly. 
 
Teacher Action                                                 Pupil Action 
Teacher displays and reads the title of            Children cue into the form of the text 
the book, asking questions such as What          (e.g. report, description, instructions, or 
kind of book or article would have a title          procedure).  They listen to one another 
like this?, What information would you             and also ask questions or make comments. 
expect to find in it? 
 
Teacher displays the key words as a list           Children follow the listed words as the 
and reads through them, not giving any            teacher reads. 
meanings at this stage. 
 
A teacher says, these are key words                 Children write their possible sentences. 
taken from The Life of the Butterfly. Use      They predict possible meanings of any 
them to write sentences that provide              words they do not know and include those 
information you might find in the book.  You     words in their sentences. 
must use all the key words.  Teacher points 
out that more than one key word may be used   Key words:       eggs           caterpillar 
in a single sentence and that the sentences       butterfly        feelers       proboscis 
need not be connected.                                      Pupa                hatch 
 
Teacher asks volunteers to read their             Children receive the volunteers sentences 
possible sentences to the class.                       uncritically. 
 
Teacher distributes a copy of the book to       Children read text silently or watch and 
each child.                                                        listen as teacher reads it aloud,  
                                                                         according to the match between the text 
                                                                         and the children’s reading ability. 
 
Teacher asks children to work in pairs & to      Children read the text, then confirm,  
(a) read their sent. to each other and               modify or reject their sent. They  
(b) find sent. that are confirmed by text.        discuss any additional info.  
 
Teacher asks pairs to volunteer to share.         Children explain why sent. were 
                                                                         Confirmed, rejected, or modified. 
Teacher leads general group discussions. 
 
www.u46teachers.org/mosaic/tools/tools.htm 



 


